Severe complications of intralesional BCG therapy in an unsensitized patient. Case report and clinical implications.
Since the introduction of BCG intralesional immunotherapy for melanoma, severe complications, including death, have been reported after treatment in hypersensitized individuals. This is a case report of BCG dissemination with ulceration, skin necrosis, lymphadenitis, and abscess formation following the first intralesional injection of a minimal dose of BCG in a PPD-negative patient. The case demonstrates that severe complications can occur in patients who are not hypersensitized, anergic, or debilitated or who have been treated multiple times. This patient's complication further suggests that migration of BCG after intralesional therapy may play a role in the regression of uninjected nodules seen in some patients.